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The purpose of this release is to clarify the eligibility criteria for the Preventive Services for 
Adults program and to transmit a copy of that clarification as set forth in the Consolidated 
Services Plan (CSP).

Preventive Services for Adults is intended for persons age 18 or older who are single adults or 
childless families as supported by Social Services Law, Department regulations and the 1980-81 
Comprehensive Annual Social Services Program Plan (CASSPP).  Section 371 of Social 
Services law defines "child" as a person under the age of 18.  Subdivision (b) of Section 404.8 of 
the Department’s regulations defines "adult" as any person 18 years of age or older.  The 1980-
81 CASSPP, in which the generic Preventive Services was first divided into separate services for 
children and adults, states:

"The definition of Preventive Services for Adults has been developed to focus on 
those components of the former definition of preventive services which pertain to 
single adults or families without children."

Adding the words, "persons age 18 or older who are single adults or families without minor 
children", imposes no additional responsibilities on local districts.  However, some cases 
currently being served under this service category may need to be shifted to another service for 
children and families, particularly in those districts in which Preventive Services for Adults has 
been used to serve persons under the age of 18 or to circumvent the Uniform Case Record 
requirements.  A list of services to which these cases may be transferred can be found in Part 429 
of the Department’s regulations.

The attached definition of Preventive Services for Adults includes this clarification in its first 
paragraph.
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PREVENTIVE SERVICES FOR ADULTS

DEFINITION:     Supportive and rehabilitative services provided to persons age 18 or older who 
are single adults or families without minor children, including:

(i) assessing the need for, providing and evaluating the provision of individual, group 
and/or family counseling in order to identify those problems, including but not limited to 
abuse and neglect, personal or family dysfunctioning, marital conflict, and problems of 
aged, blind and handicapped individuals, which prevent or interfere with effective 
individual or family functioning and to assist in the resolution of those problems;

(ii) arranging for the receipt of other services, including legal services;

(iii) assessing the need for, arranging for, and evaluating the provision of services that 
foster optimum functioning of the individual in family and community life, and prevent 
or delay unnecessary long term institutional placement.

Optional Components are:

Component A:

Providing homemaker, housekeeper/chore, housing improvement, health related or home 
management services when offered as an integral part of preventive services for the 
purposes of preventing or delaying institutional placement, preventing abuse and neglect, 
or providing infrequent and temporary substitute care or supervision of frail or disabled 
adults on behalf of and in the absence of the primary caregiver for the purpose of 
providing respite from constant caregiving.

Component B:

Arranging for and providing day services.  Day services shall mean an organized program 
of services for less than twenty-four hours a day, which shall not include the provision of 
overnight care, for the purpose of restoring or maintaining the capacity of aged and 
disabled individuals to remain in or return to the community and to reduce stress and 
potential abuse or neglect by caregivers.  Such services may include any or all of the 
following services: activities, supervision, nutrition, information and referral, personal 
care, individual and family counseling, and transportation.

Component C:

Arranging for and providing payment for the preparation and delivery of one or two 
meals a day to the home of an individual who is unable to obtain or prepare nourishing 
meals.
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Component D:

Arranging for and providing infrequent and temporary residential care or supervision of 
frail or disabled adults on behalf of and in the absence of the primary caregiver, for the 
purpose of providing respite from constant caregiving, when offered as an integral part of 
preventive services for the purpose of preventing or de1aying institutional placement or 
preventing abuse and neglect.  Temporary residential care shall mean the provision of 
overnight or more than twenty-four hour care of frail or disabled adults outside of their 
home.

NATIONAL GOAL RELATIONSHIP: I, II, III, IV

Component A: I, II, III, IV

Component B: I, II, III, IV

Component C: I, II, III, IV

Component D: I, II, III, IV.

METHOD OF PROVISION: Direct provision, purchase private, purchase public

Component A: Direct provision, purchase private, purchase public

Component B: Direct provision, purchase private, purchase public

Component C: Direct provision, purchase private, purchase public

Component D: Direct provision, purchase private, purchase public

FUNDING UNDER OTHER PROGRAMS:

Income maintenance for home delivered meals for current recipients of AFDC and Home Relief.

CATEGORIES OF ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS:

AFDC, SSI, Income Eligibles
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